A large number of Tibetans, particularly in eastern Tibet (Kham and Amdo) are wearing pelts of endangered wild animals like Tigers, Leopards and otters trimmed on our traditional garment, “chupa.” In my opinion, I think it is not an important aspect of our culture and tradition. In fact, wearing pelts of endangered wild animals is not a part of our culture. 

It is important to keep our tradition and culture alive but not by killing animals for their skin. It may look impressive when somebody wears pelts of endangered wild animals but what these animals were feeling when they were caught by the hunters? What feelings were they having when the butcher was sharpening his knife? What feelings were they having when they were cut off? All of these injustices and sufferings just to keep our culture and tradition? 

I think it is not fair killing animals especially when they are endangered. If using animal products has become a part of our culture, what will happen when all these animals are exhausted or finished? What we will use for our culture and tradition? better to use modern technology sooner than later to substitute some of these products. Then only we might be able to protect these endangered wildlife. They will not become a part of history like dinosaurs and Godzilla’s. I heard that Dinosaurs and Godzillas used to live on Earth once upon a time. Unfortunately, we cannot see these magnificent animals these days. If we keep hunting certain wild animals then these animals will surely become extinct one day. 

Some people are killing these animals just for greed i.e. money. Hunters in India kill their magnificent national animal Tiger knowing that Tibetan people will buy them. They sell these animal skins at very high price. And Tibetan People also engage in these illegal transactions, wrongly believing it is their culture. None of them think about the poor animals, their feelings, their lives, their suffering. This buying and selling goes on leading to eventual extinction of wildlife. If we Tibetan people stop buying animal skins, then money-minded hunters will definitely stop killing these animals. So it is all in the hands of Tibetan people. 

Since, we are now living in 21st century, I think anything can be made in factories or modern technology. Artificial pelts of animals, for example, can easily be made. There should be separate company in Tibet producing duplicate pelts or skins of animals and we should also adopt wildlife sanctuaries in Tibet. Animals are exhaustible. For only to keep our culture and tradition we can’t kill the animals, we can’t take their lives. I think just as we take care of ourselves, our lives, animals also have the same feelings like that. 

I heard that Tibetan people are generally compassionate in nature. But where is their compassion during hunting of animals? Where is their compassion when they wear remnants of a murdered animal on their dress? Life is precious to all, including wild animals. We Tibetans do much prayer to wash off our sins but killing the animals or causing their death by using their products means increasing our sins. Then there is no use of doing prayer. We don’t have any rights to take the animals’ lives. 

In our prayers, we students always recite: 

Semchen thamchey dhewa dhang Dhewey gyu dhang dhen par gyur chig
Semchen thamchey dhug-ngal mey pey dhewa me dra wa gyur chig

[May all sentient beings get happiness and those that cause happiness
May all sentient beings be united with the happiness that does not have suffering]

We are not following these prayers. I think reciting these prayers have become more of ritual or show. I think the second line is very, very important. We shouldn’t only pronounce this but also follow these prayers. To practice the deep meaning of prayers, I would like to say ‘live and let live’ to all my brothers and sisters who are living inside and outside Tibet.


