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Tesi Wisdom Series

MANY GREAT Tibetan practitioners in the past have
made Dharma accessible to lay people without
special religious trainings through songs and
stories. One such ancient song is Ri Dak Kyo Lu,
“A Melancholy Song of  a Wild Animal” written
by an anonymous master to rouse human
compassion towards wildlife and to end killings
of  innocent sentient beings.  In the past, this song
was widely known and sang in the nomadic regions
of Amdo in Tibet. However, it became very
popular in mid nineties when one of the famous
singers in Tibet, Dubei, recorded it with music
and later made it into a video CD with poignant
images of  an innocent deer.

Çeôh-µ-¾ÞP-¼Û-¾ÞP-Fôh-mÅüü
P-¼Û-BïÅ-¼Û-hÐGÅ-¤-zÞüü
BÛh-TÛ-»ôh-µ-¤GôºÛ-¼Û-hÐGÅüü
ºhP-¾ôÅ-»ôh-¤-zÞºÛ-z ï̄-hÝP.üü
½ÀâP-zÅï¼-zÞ-ÇSôm-mÅ-G»ÞG-TÛP.üü
Vß-V¼-zÅ-GŸÝG-mÅ-hïh-¼ÞP.üü
¤-iÛm-¤ô-Vï-»Û- Û̄zÅ-¼ïhüü
BÛh-¤ïh-¼ÞP-Bô-z-zÅP-GÛü
Eôh-Qôm-q-Ÿï-mG-fôm-bïüü
zhÝh-ÆÛm-qô-¼P-G Þ̧GÅ-zÇem-mÅüü
fôGÅ-ºi-zºÛ-Ç+h-TÛG-IGÅ-f¾üü
PºÛ-¤-¾ôºÛ-ÆôG-¾-zzÅ-ÅôP-üü

¼Û-hÐGÅ-Bô-JÀâü¼Û-hÐGÅ-Bô-JÀâü¼Û-hÐGÅ-Bô-JÀâü¼Û-hÐGÅ-Bô-JÀâü¼Û-hÐGÅ-Bô-JÀâü



Came dawn of another fine day
The valley draped in snow
Again gallops a happy mother and a fawn
But I am alone, scared and cold

Never have we ever harmed anyone
But you despotic humans
For no reason you killed
Us innocent creatures

Oh you wicked human despotic
Have some mercy on us speechless!
Oh you wicked human despotic
Have some mercy on us speechless!

Yonder in the rugged valleys and mountains
Lived mountain beings— my mother and I
Alas, life is tough for us wild beings
But for my mother’s love and warmth

Snow and hailstorm blow us on the face
Thundering rains flood us from the back
But my mother’s love and warmth
Keep me happy even without comfort

Then came you the merciless hunter
A devil disguised as a human
Blew a shot aloud as thunder
And your bullet tore my mother apart

My eyes blinded by the lighting
I am lost in this wilderness
Alone and orphan now, a vagabond without protection
I know not where I go

When the village dooms in dusk
Gather the hunter’s family
To devour my mother’s flesh
And sing to their heart’s delight

Wandering through the mountains
I see playful deer fawns with their parents
Oh, I long my times with my mother
And my cheeks turn to a valley of tears

A Melancholy Song of a Wild Animal
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Tesi Environmental Awareness Movement
(TEAM) is a newly established non-profit, non-
governmental organization set up with a
mission to revive the ecological consciousness
of the Tibetan people by rekindling their
traditional ecological values and by introducing
them to modern, pro-nature ways of  living.

TEAM aims to connect the ecological aspect
of Tibetan spirituality with modern concepts
of  reform ecology and return as many Tibetans
into stewards of Mother Nature.

TEAM aims to achieve these goals by: teaching
school age Tibetans the foundations of
ecological awareness; reminding adults their
ecological-ethnic roots and exposing them to
alternative, modern, eco-friendly lifestyles;
guiding the monks and nuns on how to be
engaged spiritual practitioners; and to become
an organic seed source, a consultant body and
a support system for the Tibetan organic
farmers.
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